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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 


January 25, 1972 


MEMORANDUM FOR: 


THE PRESIDENT'S FILE 


FROM: 

SUBJECT: 


CLARK Mac GR EGOISM 

Meeting with Bipartisan Congressional 
Leaders, Cabinet Room, Tuesday, 
January 25, 1972, 7:03-7:45 p. m. 


The President met with the elected bipartisan leaders of the House and Senate, 
and with the Committee Chairman and ranking Republican of the Senate and 
House Committees on Foreign Relations/Affairs, Armed Services, and 
Appropriations. The President opened the discussion with a brief review of 
the public record of accomplishment in reducing the American involvement 
m Vietnam, and then quietly and factually disclosed the history of the 
Kissinger meetings with top Vietnam communists Le Due Tho and Xuan Thuy 
over the past 2 1/2 years. The President disclosed to Congressional leaders 
the progressive development of generous peace proposals put forth by the 

President through Kissinger, and detailed the record of conflict between the 
public and private positions of the Vietnamese. 


The President indicated that, in his continuing quest for a settlement based upon 
principle, he had concluded that it was time to make the full private record 
known to the American people and to people everywhere. The President then 
outlined to the Congressional leaders the essence of the peace plan he would 
discuss on television within the next hour: 


"Within six months of agreement: 


1. all U. S. and allied forces to be withdrawn 
from Vietnam, 

< 

2. exchange of all POW’s, 

3. cease-fire throughout Indochina, and 


4. new Presidential election in South Vietnam. 
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A discussion followed in which, one after another, senior Senators and Congress 

men gave voice to their surprise and offered pledges of support for the latest 

peace proposal. Remarkably, Senators Fulbright and Stennis spoke in almost 
the same supportive terms. 

As Presidential meetings with Congressional leaders go, this one was superb. 
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